
doctrine of the Rapture

I. Introduction.

A. The term Rapture is derived from the Latin verb rapere, which is used to translate the Greek verb a`rpa,zw (harpazo—caught up) in IThess. 4:17.

B. The word Rapture does not appear in the Old Testament or the New Testament, but this does not mean that it is wrong or doctrinally incorrect to use the term.  The term "trinity" does not appear in the Bible either, but we recognize it to be a valid concept.
C. Jesus Christ first introduced this doctrine during the incarnation.  Jn. 14:1-3

D. What He taught briefly, like many doctrines, the Holy Spirit revealed more fully to the communicators of the first century.  Jn. 16:12-15; ICor. 2:9-13

E. The Rapture is to be distinguished from the Second Advent, and, in fact, is somewhat overshadowed by the momentous events related to the day of the Lord.

II.
Vocabulary.

A. There is no Hebrew vocabulary for this doctrine since it  was one of the mystery doctrines that was not revealed in the Old Testament

B. Since there is not a unique word for the Rapture, many Greek words are used to describe the event; each one provides a different nuance which gives us insight into all that this one event actually entails.

C. Greek vocabulary.

1. a`rpa,zw (harpazo), verb, to seize forcibly, to snatch  out or away from something.  This word emphasizes the power involved, as well as the rescue from the events that are coming on the planet.  IThess. 4:17

2. apoka,luyij (apokalupsis), f.noun, an uncovering, a  disclosure, a revelation.  This word indicates that Jesus Christ will be publicly revealed to all the Church for the first time in history.  ICor. 1:7; IIThess. 1:7; IPet. 1:7,13

3. avpolu,trwsij (apolutrosis), f.noun, redemption, a release which is secured by the payment of a ransom.   This word emphasizes that the sacrifice of Jesus Christ for sins also secured the ultimate freedom for the body.   Rom. 8:23; Eph. 1:14, 4:30

4. evlpi,j (elpis), f.noun, expectation, hope or  confidence.  This word expresses our anticipation of the event as well as our confidence in it.  IThess. 5:8; Tit.  2:13; IPet. 1:3

5. evpifa,neia (epiphaneia), f.noun,  an  appearing,   sudden appearance, or manifestation.  This family of words was used by the Greeks to denote the appearance of deities to a worshiper.  This word emphasizes both the suddenness of His appearing and the fact that Jesus Christ is deity.  Tit. 2:13

6. h`me,ra (hemera), f.noun, day.  This term indicates that the coming of Christ will occur on a particular day.  Matt. 24:50; ICor. 1:8, 5:5; IICor.  1:14; IITim.  4:8, etc.

7. parousi,a (parousia), f.noun, personal presence, hence the coming, arrival or advent.   This word emphasizes that Jesus Christ will bodily return to do all that He has promised.  ICor. 15:23; IThess. 2:19, 3:13, 4:15, 5:23; IJn. 2:28

8. swthri,a (soteria), f.noun, salvation or deliverance, that which provides or obtains safety.   This word teaches that the Rapture is the event that delivers the Church from the events of Daniel's 70th week.  IThess. 5:8-9; IPet. 1:5

III. Definition and description.

A. The Church age is a mystery dispensation, not fully comprehended by even the most advanced of Old Testament believers.  IPet. 1:10-12

B. Certain doctrines of the Church Age are also classified as mysteries, which were not taught in the Old Testament so as to be understood by positive volition.

C. The Rapture is one of these mystery doctrines.  ICor. 15:51

D. The Rapture is the event that concludes the Church Age, which began on the day of Pentecost.

E. Jesus Christ will return from the Third Heaven with the souls of those that have died in Christ.

F. The dead in Christ will be resurrected bodily and that resurrection body will be reunited with the soul of that believers.

a. Next, comes the instantaneous transformation of the physical body of those believers alive at the Rapture into a resurrection body like Jesus Christ’s.   ICor. 15:51-52; IJn. 3:2

G. It then involves the removal of all Church Age believers from the earth to meet the Lord in the air.  IThess. 4:13-17

H. It is an event reserved for Church Age believers exclusively.  IThess. 4:13

I. While the vast majority of Church Age believers will be dead, one generation of believers will be alive at His coming.   ICor. 15:51; IThess. 4:15,17

IV.
Precedents for the Rapture.

A. While this doctrine was not taught in the Old Testament, we can cite Old Testament believers who illustrate that God could remove a person from the earth, apart from physical death.

B. These include:

1. Enoch.  Gen. 5:24

2. Elijah.  IIKings 2:1-12

C. Jesus Christ was translated bodily to Heaven.   Acts  1:9-11; Rev. 12:5

D. The two witnesses, Moses and Elijah, will be bodily removed from the earth to Heaven.  Rev. 11:11-12

E. While these examples certainly demonstrate that it is not inconsistent for God to do such a thing, one could not arrive at the doctrine of the Rapture of the Church from these examples.

V.
Categories of humanity at the Rapture.

A. Unbelievers, who are said to be asleep and drunk.  IThess. 5:6-7

1. Sleeping refers to their spiritual insensibility to the spiritual realities of the Rapture,  Daniel's 70th week, and the Second Advent.

2. Drunk refers to their intoxicated state based on various false doctrines and ideologies respecting the supposed future of mankind.

B. Maladjusted believers, the vast majority of which are sleeping like their cosmic counterparts.  IThess. 5:10

1. This includes believers who are insensitive to or unaware of prophetic realities either through their own negative volition or that of their spiritual teachers.

2. It also includes those who maladjust to the doctrine and are not living their lives in light of the impending arrival of their Lord.  Mk. 13:36; IThess. 5:8

C. Adjusted believers, the few adhering to sound doctrine.  IThess. 5:10

1. They are cognizant of where they are in human history; they are awake.

2. They are alert and sober, indicating that they are on top of their spiritual walk, realizing their place in history, continuing to take in and apply Bible doctrine.  IThess. 5:4,6,8

VI.
Order of events at the Rapture.  IThess. 4:13ff; ICor. 15:21-52

A. Jesus Christ will arise from the right hand of God, where He has been seated for some 2000 years.

B. He will travel through the reaches of stellar space to the atmosphere of planet earth in a single moment of time, as seen in the fact that His descent is accompanied by a shout.

C. At His descent, He will utter a great shout (with the intensity of an archangel’s voice, which emphasizes omnipotence) and there will be a trumpet blast.  IThess. 4:16

D. However, in I Corinthians 15:52 Paul places the trumpet sound as the sound that immediately precedes the actual resurrection.

E. The dead in Christ (technical for Church Age believers only) will be resurrected from their graves and their souls/spirits will be reunited with their newly resurrected body.  IThess. 4:16

F. In a moment, in a twinkling of an eye, those who are alive at this time will be transformed instantaneously into their resurrection bodies.  IThess. 4:17; ICor. 15:52

G. Both groups will then apparently hear the shout, the command to assemble, and be caught up simultaneously to a meeting of the Lord in the air.  IThess. 4:17

H. There also exists the possibility that there may be an initial shout of triumph, a trumpet blast associated with the actual resurrection, and another command to assemble.

b. The first order of business following the Rapture will be the administration of the Bema seat; this distribution of rewards will occur in the second heaven.  IThess. 4:17; IPet. 1:7,13,  4:13; Rev. 22:12

I. The Church will travel back to the third Heaven and remain with Christ during the seven-year period known as Daniel’s 70th week.  Jn. 14:3ff; Rev. 19:7-8

During the thousand years of the Millennium, the wedding supper will be held.  Rev. 19:9 cf. Matt. 22:2-14

VII. The true doctrine of imminence.

A. The question has often been asked as to whether or not Paul, or any other adjusted communicator of the first century, believed that the Rapture was an event which could or would occur in his lifetime.

B. The false doctrine of imminence states that the Rapture could occur at any time and that the Rapture generation cannot know that it is the Rapture generation.

C. One advantage (supposed) of this position is that believers of any period of history would be looking for His coming and would, theoretically, tend to remain alert and ready.  Matt. 24:42, 25:13; Mk. 13:33,34,35,37; Lk. 12:37; IThess. 5:6

1. Supporting reasons that suggest that the Rapture generation may know that it is the Rapture generation.

2. Key generations in God’s plan have been provided prophetic information so they would recognize their place in history.

a. The Flood generation.  Gen. 6:3

b. The Exodus generation.  Gen. 15:16

c. The Conquest generation.  Num. 14:28-35

d. The Post-exilic generation.  Jere. 25:11; Dan. 9:2

e. The First advent generation.  Dan. 9:25

1.) Without going into all the detail (which can all be found in the notes from Daniel 9, the following prophetic facts indicate that the First Advent generation should have recognized the time frame of Messiah’s appearance.

2.) Therefore, while there are many that dogmatically assert that this was the 1st of Nisan in 445 or 444 BC, there is no biblical support for such a contention.

3.) Having identified the terminus a quo (beginning) as nearly as we can in April, 444 BC, we are ready to continue and deal with the terminus ad quem (endpoint).
4.) The first question that must be answered is how we are to understand the preposition d[; (‘adh—as far as, until).

a.) Does it refer to the time of His appearance in history at His physical birth in 3 BC?  Lk. 2:6-7

b.) Does it refer to the time He began His public ministry in the fall of 29 AD, following His baptism?  Lk. 3:21-22

c.) Does it refer to the last time He entered Jerusalem on a donkey, an event known as the triumphal entry?  Lk. 19:29-38

d.) Does it refer to the end of His public ministry in the spring of 33 AD?  Lk. 22:47-53

5.) I would suggest that the passage is taken in its simplest meaning and that is that Messiah must be present, which He was for 34-35 years.

6.) With these facts, we dogmatically assert that the terminus ad quem must be referencing the appearance of Messiah in human history, and very likely references the time of His public ministry when He presented Himself to the nation as its Messiah.

7.) We can date the terminus a quo as falling in April, 444 BC, and must look for a date that comes 483 years later.

8.) When we are dealing with the 490 years of Daniel’s prophecy, we must not read our knowledge into the passage (eisegesis), but calculate those years as Daniel would have, containing 360 days each.

9.) 483 years would then contain 5796 months, or 173,880 days. 

10.) Therefore, the 173,880 days of Daniel’s 69 weeks would translate into 476.06766298 years from the date of the command to restore and rebuild Jerusalem in April, 444 BC.
11.) Since there is no year zero, 476 years from that time brings us into the year 33 AD, with the 483 prophetic years expiring at the end of Adar, the month that precedes Nisan.

12.) It is very well attested that the public ministry of Christ lasted about 3½ years, beginning in the fall of 29 AD and continuing until His crucifixion on April 3, 33 AD.

13.) Without superfluous mental gymnastics, or wrangling about the day of the month, the 483rd prophetic year of Daniel’s prophecy ended by March 20, 33 AD (assuming a date of Nisan 1 for the date of the command to restore Jerusalem), and encompassed almost Jesus’ entire public ministry.

14.) The date of March 20, 33 AD places us just 10 days before the Triumphal Entry, and just 2 weeks before the crucifixion.

3. The explicit teaching of Christ regarding His return.  Matt. 24:3ff

c. The increased succession of false christs.  vs. 5

d. The proliferation of wars.  vs. 6-7a

e. The proliferation of natural disasters.  vs. 7b

f. The sign of His coming is His coming.  vs. 23-27,30

g. The sign of the end of the age.  vs. 32-35

h. The warning against date setters.  vs. 36

1. The maturation of prophecy.

a. The prophecy to Nebuchadnezzar.  Dan. 2:31-45

b. The regathering of Israel.  Ezek. 37:1-14; Hos. 6:1ff

4. The presence of the the prophesied participants in the events of the last days.   Ezek. 38:1-6  

5. Gog=the ruler of Russia.

6. Magog=the land of Russia.

7. Persia=Iran

8. Ethiopia=Modern Sudan

9. Put=Libya

10. Gomer=Ancient Cimmerians, Northern Asia Minor and Southern Russia

11. Beth-togarmah=Southeastern Turkey near Syria

12. England.  Dan. 7:4; Jere. 50:12

13. The USA.  Dan. 7:4; Rev. 18

14. The Revived Roman Empire, the 10 nation confederacy of the Western European Union.  Dan. 7:7

15. The Roman Catholic Church, the final form of the mother/son cult.  Rev. 17

1. The correct doctrine of imminence recognizes that Christ could not return until certain prophetic entities were in place, and certain events had come to pass.

1. VIII.
The timing of the Rapture.

2. The timing of the Rapture is keyed to Israel's re-emergence as a national entity.   Matt.  24:32-34; Mk.13:28-31;  Lk.21:29-33

1. The disciples had asked three specific questions, When will these things occur, and what is the sign of your coming and the end of the age?  Matt. 24:3; Mk. 13:3-4; Lk. 21:7

a. The parallel passage in Luke indicates that Jesus provided information that answered their question in the near term, as well as information about the prophetic future.  Lk. 21:20-24 cf. Matt. 24:15-21

b. The second question is answered with Jesus’ explanation of the fact that His coming is the sign of His coming and believers should not be taken in by false christs, etc.  Matt. 24:23-31

c. The third question about the sign of the end of the age is answered by the parable of the fig tree, which represents national Israel.  Matt. 24:32-33

2. The time lapse between the budding of the fig tree and all the events, which include the Rapture, 7 years of Daniel's 70th week, and Second Advent, is one generation.

3. The view that the genea. (genea--generation) refers to the race of Hebrews is not supported by grammatical usage.  Another Greek term, ge,noj (genos), means stock, kindred  or family, genea. means generation.

4. The view that he was referring to the generation that was present with Him at that time has certainly been disproved by subsequent history.

5. The only interpretation which is sound theologically and grammatically, is that the generation which sees the budding of the fig tree will be represented at the Second Advent.

A. Based on our understanding of the prophetic word, coupled with the revised chronology, we now know the mystery age to be approximately 2000 years in length.

2. The prophecy to Israel.  Hosea 6:1ff

3. The prophecy of IIPet. 3:8

a. The time from Adam to Abraham was ~2000 years.

b. The time from Abraham to Christ was ~2000 years.

c. The Millennium is ~1000 years.

d. Therefore, the missing two days of the Church age are ~2000 years.

e. This provides 7000 years of human history, or one seven-day week.

B. General characteristics of that time.

1. An unprecedented peace movement.  IThess. 5:1-3; Rev. 6:2

3. Increasing personal degeneracy.  IITim. 3:1-9

4. Increasing religious apostasy.  IIPet. 2:1-3; Jude

2. Uniformitarian evolution will be the predominant scientific theory with respect to origins.  IIPet. 3:3-4

3. Unprecedented proliferation of wars and other natural catastrophes.  Mk. 13:6-8

4. Paul calls the entire age evil, and states that the mystery of lawlessness was at work in his day.   IIThess. 2:7

5. In the Rapture generation lawlessness approaches maturation.  Ps. 2:1

6. In the antichrist, lawlessness reaches maturation.  IIThess. 2:8-10

C. The evil characteristics of this time demand judgment as seen in the following motifs.

1. Like drunks, being under the influence of evil, false doctrine, and satanic deception, negative unbelievers stagger and fall under Divine judgment.  Isa. 24, esp. vs. 20; Jere. 51:7,57

1. Just as surely as a pregnant woman will endure labor pains, even so the inhabitants of earth will come under God's judgment.  Isa. 13:8; IThess. 5:3

D. It is plainly stated that no one, not even the humanity of Messiah, was privy to the exact time of the Rapture.   Matt. 24:36; Mk. 13:32

5. Therefore, those that attempt to set dates are to be refuted and avoided.

IX. 
What then shall we do?

A. The correct mental attitude.

6. The Greek verbs for anticipation document the fact that a mental attitude of eager anticipation is not only desirable, but also indicative of spiritual health.

a. prosde,comai (prosdechomai), to expect, to look for or wait for something.  Tit. 2:13; Jude 21

b. avpekde,comai (apekdechomai) to expect  anxiously,  to await eagerly.  This word of eager anticipation is used only of the Rapture in the New Testament.   Rom.  8:19,23,25; ICor. 1:7; Gal. 5:5; Phil. 3:20; Heb. 9:28

c. prosdoka,w (prosdokao), to expect or  look for  something.  Lk. 12:46; IIPet. 3:12,13,14

B. The correct actions.

7. Remain alert.  IThess. 5:6,10 Don’t fall asleep, sinking into the spiritual lethargy that characterizes the last days.

8. Remain sober.  IThess. 5:6,8; IPet.  1:13, 4:7 Remain self-controlled and clear-headed.

9. Be patient in your niche.  Rom. 8:25 Don’t react to the suffering and testing.

10. Be patient with people.  James 5:7-8 Don’t react to the mass of negative volition, especially the super rich who manipulate money, government, society, justice, etc.

11. Sanctified groaning.  Rom. 8:23 Divinely inspired dissatisfaction.

12. Diligence.  IIPet. 3:14 Hot in a lukewarm time.

13. Employ this doctrine to provide comfort to those who have a loved one facing the death test, or who are facing the death test themselves.  IThess. 4:18

14. The pastor-teacher is likened to a porter or door keeper who is to be especially alert via his own study and observation so as to be able to notify the other slaves of the Master's return.  Mk.  13:33-37 

1. Intensify in regard to Bible doctrine, stay in your geographic niche and do not miss Bible class except for the most serious of reasons since the time is short and the days are filled with evil.   Heb.  10:25

C. Misapplications of this doctrine.

1. Believers who are immature or spiritually unstable have used this doctrine as their excuse for indefensible activities.

2. This doctrine does not mean that we should quit our jobs.  IIThess. 3:6ff

3. This doctrine does not mean that we should not plan for the future as God provides the opportunity in your niche.  Prov. 6:6ff, 24:30ff

4. It does not mean that we should incur excessive debt, or fail to use financial common sense.  IThess. 4:11-12

5. It does not mean that we are exempt from obedience to the government or other authorities.  Rom. 13:1ff

6. We are to conduct ourselves in the same decorous fashion as if we did not live in the Rapture generation.

7. On the other hand, we should be even more keenly aware that finances, details, etc. are even more limited in value and their duration for us than believers of previous generations.

2. We should also recognize that financial applications of doctrine are key since you cannot take one cent with you at the Rapture.

8. Another misapplication of the doctrine is to continue life as normal with no regard for the fact that you live in the final days of the Church Age.

X.  
False views of the Rapture.

2. The Rapture is not to be confused with the Day of the Lord.

3. The Rapture is consistently spoken of as a secret event, likened to a thief coming in the night, while the Second Advent is always viewed as a public event.  Matt. 24:43 cf. vs. 29ff

4. The Rapture involves believers only, while the Day of the Lord involves believers and unbelievers.  IThess. 4:16-17 cf. 5:2-4

5. The Rapture is referred to as deliverance, while the Day of the Lord involves massive destruction on a global scale.  Heb. 9:28 cf. IThess. 5:3; Isa. 13:6,9; Ezek. 30:3; Joel 1:15; Amos 5:18

6. The Rapture (resurrection of believers) occurs in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, (ICor. 15:52) while the Day of the Lord lasts about 1000 years.  

7. The Day of the Lord extends for the middle of Daniel's 70th week to the dissolution of the material universe.   IIPet.  3:10-13; Rev. 21:1

8. The Rapture fulfills the promise of Christ to return and gather us to Himself, (Jn. 14:3) while the Day of the Lord fulfills the Old Testament prophecies to Israel and the nations.

A. The Church is specifically promised a pre-wrath deliverance.  Rev. 3:10

3. This promise is found in the epistles.  Rom. 5:9; IThess. 1:10, 5:9

4. The Church is not told to look for the events of Daniel’s 70th week, but for the return of Christ since that event takes place first.  Rom. 8:23-25; Phil. 3:20-21; Heb. 9:28

5. The post-millennial view states that the Church ushers in the Millennium and Christ returns after the 1000 years; however, this view rejects so many scriptures as to be completely indefensible.

6. The post-tribulation theory states that the Church goes through all the events of Daniel's 70th week and is taken by Christ at the end; this view confuses the Rapture and the Second Advent.

7. The mid-tribulation Rapture theory states that the Church goes through half of Daniel's 70th week and is taken out before the period of God's wrath; this view confuses the Church Age with the final seven years of the age of Israel.

8. This would demand an overlapping of dispensations.

16. The split-Rapture theory states that only the faithful, advancing believers are taken at the Rapture and the maladjusted and reversionistic are left here to endure the events of Daniel’s 70th week; this view is based on a misunderstanding of  IThessalonians 5:9-10.
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